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LESSON 07: THE KEYS TO GOD’S KINGDOM: DISCIPLINE 
Memory work 

85. Q. How is the kingdom of heaven closed and opened by church discipline? 
A. According to the command of Christ, 

 people who call themselves Christians 

 but show themselves to be un-Christian in doctrine or life 

 are to be admonished. 

  first, in a brotherly manner 

  and then by the church. 

If they refuse to repent,  

 they are excluded from the Church. 

They are again received  as members  

 when they promise and show real amendment. 

 

+ study the flowchart on the back of this page. There will be a fill in the blanks exercise next week. 

Homework 

Look up Church Order articles 66 – 67 (the church order is in the back of the Book of Praise) or go to 

https://officebearers.com/library/church-orders/canrc-church-order/  

1.(4) What is the (dual!) purpose of church discipline? _____________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

2.(2) When is a consistory allowed to become involved in a matter relating to what you believe 

(doctrine) or how you live (piety)? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

3.(2) How do you feel about admonishing someone privately? Would you do it? ___________ because  

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

If it comes to taking a witness, what kind of person would you take? ________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. (2) A discipline process such as that outlined on the back of this sheet can take many years. What do 

you think of this? Is it too long? Too short? Good? ____________ because ______________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

https://officebearers.com/library/church-orders/canrc-church-order/
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         Tell the sinner his fault, just the two of you 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Repentance? 

Repentance? 

Repentance? 

Repentance? 

Repentance? 

Tell the sinner his fault, take witnesses 

Report the matter to the church 

(elders) 

Suspension from the Lord’s Supper 

Excommunication process starts 

Classis approval 

Second announcement (with name) 

Third announcement  

(date for excommunication set) 

A sinner has 

been saved! 

A br or sr 

sins 

Two elders tell the sinner his fault 

 

Actual excommunication 

Repentance? 

Repentance? 

First announcement (no name) 


