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LESSON 13: USE GOD’S NAME WITH CARE 
 

Memory work 

99. Q. What is required in the third commandment? 

A. We are not to blaspheme or to abuse the Name of God 

 by cursing, perjury, or unnecessary oaths, 

 nor to share in such horrible sins by being silent bystanders. 

Rather, we must use the holy Name of God 

  only with fear and reverence. 

 

101.Q. But may we swear an oath by the Name of God in a godly manner? 

A. Yes, when the government demands it of its subjects, 

 or when necessity requires it, 

  in order to maintain and promote fidelity and truth, 

  to God’s glory and for our neighbour’s good. 

 

102.Q. May we also swear by saints or other creatures? 

A. No. 

 A lawful oath is a calling upon God, 

  who alone knows the heart, 

 to bear witness to the truth, 

 and to punish me if I swear falsely. 

No creature is worthy of such honour. 
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Homework 

Most protestants believe it is okay to use oaths in public life and in church life. The Mennonites, 

formerly known as Anabaptists, do not. As this was a major issue back in the day, the Heidelberg 

Catechism has not one but two Lord’s Days on the third commandment.  

Here follows the Mennonite Confession on the topic of oaths. This was written in 1995. 

Mennonite Confession  Article 20. Truth and the Avoidance of Oaths 

We commit ourselves to tell the truth, to give a simple yes or no, and to avoid swearing of oaths. 

Jesus told his disciples not to swear oaths at all, but to let their yes be yes, and their no be no. (1) We believe that 

this teaching applies to truth telling as well as to avoiding profane language.(2) An oath is often sworn as a 

guarantee that one is telling the truth. This implies that when one has not taken an oath, one may be less careful 

about telling the truth. Jesus' followers are always to speak the truth and, in legal matters, simply to affirm that 

their statements are true. 

Jesus also warned against using oaths to try to compel God to guarantee the future. In faith, we commit our 

futures to God. (3) 

Throughout history, human governments have asked citizens to swear oaths of allegiance. As Christians, our first 

allegiance is to God.(4)In baptism we pledged our loyalty to Christ's community, a commitment that takes 

precedence over obedience to any other social and political communities. 

(1) Matt. 5:33-37; James 5:12; (2) Eph. 4:15, 29; (3) Matt. 5:34-36; (4) Acts 5:29. 

Homework assignment: Look up and read the two texts listed with (1). Do some research and thinking, 

and write a paragraph explaining why these texts do NOT prohibit the use of oaths. (Hint: these texts 

are also referenced in q&a 99 and 102 of our Heidelberg Catechism.) 
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