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LESSON 15: SANCTIFICATION - PERSEVERANCE 
Memory work 

116.Q. Why is prayer necessary for Christians? 
A. Because prayer is the most important part of the thankfulness 

 which God requires of us. 

Moreover, God will give His grace and the Holy Spirit 

 only to those who constantly and with heartfelt longing 

  ask Him for these gifts and thank Him for them. 

 

Homework 

Following is a quote from a devotional written by John MacArthur. 

Some argue that believers now have both an old and new nature—a sort of spiritual split personality. 

The conflict between those two natures, they believe, is responsible for the struggles of the Christian 

life, as the believer strives to crucify his old self. But notice that Paul does not command us to crucify 

our old self; he tells us that has already happened (cf. Gal. 2:20; Col. 3:9-10). 

Look up and read Lord’s Day 33. 

Would we agree with MacArthur, or are we the “some” with whom MacArthur disagrees? 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 

MacArthur goes on to write: 

Paul is not teaching [in Romans 6:6-7], however, that believers’ sin natures have been eradicated, and 

hence they no longer sin. The Greek word translated “done away with” does not mean “destroyed” but 

“rendered inoperative” or “deprived of its strength, influence, or power.” Christians are no longer 

slaves to sin; its tyranny in our lives has been broken. 

Be encouraged today in your battle with sin, because though it is still a dangerous enemy, sin is no 

longer your master. 

Look up your notes on “perfectionism”, on “justification is forensic” and “sanctification is real”. 

Now look up Romans 6:6-7. Is this dealing with justification or sanctification? ___________________ 

This is a tough question, if you don’t get it, that’s okay. But do try. This is a lesson in critical reading 

(or in “testing the spirits” – 1 John 4:1). 

There’s a flaw in MacArthur’s argument. With reference to the second quote, explain how MacArthur 

has confused justification and sanctification. 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________

How does Macarthur contradict himself in the quotes above? 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 


